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places to obstruct our movements, but our pioneers, some
thirty in number, witli axes and brawny arms, soon swept
the timber from our road. Indeed, Its disappearance was
almost magical.

We are now encamped about two miles south of Bell's
tavern, at v^hidb place the rebels burned the railroad depot
last night.

We move In the morniag for Dripping Springs and then
for Bowling Green.

At Munfordsrille General Mitchel reported prog-
ress to General Bnell, and received the following

February 13, 1862.
GENERAL   MITCHEIL :   I have just   received your   de-
spatch, and   ana gratified, but  not surprised, at   the   spirit
with which your troops advance.     Be watchful, and be sure
of what Is ahead of you and on your flanks.    Make good
use of jour cavalry.    The railroad company will commence
repairs to-morrow.    It  may riot  be  advisable to continue
them farther than   the   tunnel, until  it is certain that they
might not be   as useful   against you as for you, which you
would hare to guard against     Work on  the telegraph will
also commence to-morrow.    The workmen will require pro-
tection.    Wood will   have his division at Muufordsville to-
morrow.     My Instructions mentioned   Dripping  Springs as
the point to which you   rnigiit advance for the present for
discovering the movements  of the enemy ;  but that Is  by
no means oblig-atory on  j"ou, if you see cause to stop short
of that.    It is   not Intended, nor Is  it advisable, that you
should be greatly exposed in the present stage of  the plan
of operations radiich I have in view.

I>. C.  BUEI,:L, Brig.-Gen. Com'dg.
Beceived at MunfordsviUe, fcwo A. M., 14th February, 1862.

These cautionary instructions do not seem to have
influenced General MitcheTs subsequent movements,
He knew from his scouts that the Confederates were
eracnatiag Bowling Green. Tlie Barren River flowedhe force of the enemy in Kentucky at eighty thousand men.ain;
